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A bstract

Facial identification among humans is a currently ameng one of the top concerns in law
| enforcement today. With cye witnesses being one of the primary sources of convictions in the
LS. lepal svstem, cormect posilive identifications are essential to prevent a suspact from being
falsely recognized as & perpetrstor of 8 crime Studies suggest that humans have a better ability
to recognize someene of their own race better tham somsone of a different race, known as the
own race hias, which is especially prevalent betwesa Alnican Americans and European
Americans. Two methods suggest that this biasness can be eliminated. The exposure theory

SUgREAS that longer exposure to someone of a differem race grearly increases ome’s ability to

recognire them. The positive emotions theory statss thal experiencing positive smotions 2fter
meeting someone of 2 different race increases our ability to recognize them. The experiment
compared these two techniques to see which one mote effectively eliminated the own race bias.
Results show that the exposure technigue significantly reduced own race false identifications.
These results may suggest how the own rce bias is formed in that longer exposure to one’s race

hes a greater effect increasing one's ability to make a positive identification.



