Y ZING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MARTIN STIGMA AGAINST TATTOOS
iRE
Benjamin 4. Martin, Sonia L. Coney, Heidi E. Mason, Debby White , & Chis $. Dula
Department of Psvchology. East Tennswsse State University, Johnson City, TN 37614,

Stigma against tattoos and tatlooed individuals can lead to self-doubt and shame on the part of
the lattooed individual { Dosani, 2003 ). Although previcua siadies exist, little is known about the
subect. [n onder to better analyze stigma against tattooed individuals, an instrument was
developad 1o measure this phepomena in a quantitative fashion. This measure, rmed the Martin
Stgmz Against Tatoos Scale (MSAT), was based on literature pertaining 1o the stipmatization
of having waticos, A | 2-item questionnaire consisting of agree or disagree questions was
developed. The measure was then distributed through an online survey administrabon svsiem ata
Southeastarn regional university. Participants were 177 undergracuste studemts ranging in ags
from |8 1o 62 years of age (120 women, 55 man, W=20.5, §D=4,99) campletzd (he survey for a
madest emaunt of extra credit. Psychometric analysis was performed and stigma was caleilated
by summing the responses. In addition to strong face-validity, extraction of one higher-ocder
factor srovided evidence of a single overall construct. Confirmatory factor anelveis supported the
structure of the scale and suggested cocfficiont reliability. A Cronbach’s alpha was 92 provided
evidencs of internal consistzncy rehability, This scale could be apolied in funere resea~ch o
gauge whether p siereotype placed on itooed employees by hiased emplovers has anmy merit



