INFORMATION ABOUT THE TOLEDO CHEMISTRY PLACEMENT EXAM

The purpose of the placement exam is to make sure that your background in chemistry and math is adequate for you to succeed in Principles of Chemistry.

The one-hour test consists of 60 questions:

20 basic algebra questions.

20 general chemistry questions, such as the following

(further generalized by me, so as not to give away exact questions):

How does an element become an ion?

Chemical vs. physical changes.

The form of an equilibrium constant expression.

Activity of elements vs. position on the periodic table.

Isotopes.

20 specific chemistry questions, such as the following:

Names and formulas of simple compounds.

Balancing Equations.

Simple stoichiometry.

Mass %.

Density.

The test is in the multiple-choice format.  However, with such tests, you should be able to work out the problem just as if there were no answers given.  Then, match up the answer you got with one of the choices.  In other words, don't start out by looking at the choices and guessing which one looks best.

You need to get 15/20 on the algebra section, and 37/60 overall.  If you do, you're qualified to take Chemistry 113 and 113L.

If not, you'll need to take Chemistry 101 (Introduction to College Chemistry) first.  Chem 101 is offered during the second summer term (July) and during the fall semester.

If you want to study, just use your high-school chemistry book (or any such text) -- the test is at that level.

It is advantageous to bring a simple calculator and several sharp pencils with erasers.

If you have further questions, please let me know.

Dr. Busler

