October 2003

I would like to invite you to participate in a fundraiser to help an organization started by three Memphis students become a non-profit.

Easy Access to Bed Nets was started this year by two Christian Brothers University students, Teshie Dotson and Brett Wainger, and one University of Memphis student, Crystal Ton, who conducted research in Uganda directed by CBU professors Dr. McCord and Dr. Fitzgerald.  

The mission of Easy Access to Bed Nets is to educate villagers living in and around Ishaka, Uganda about malaria and malaria prevention methods, to promote insecticide treated bed net use and to provide Ugandans with an affordable plan for purchasing insecticide treated bed nets.  Insecticide treated nets are currently the best method for protecting people from malaria globally. Ultimately it is the goal of Easy Access to Bed Nets to help Ugandans produce and chemically treat bed nets in their own country.

These may sound like impossible tasks, but really they are not.  The basic mechanisms for purchasing and selling nets are already in place and working. Now E.A.B.N. is trying to improve the program by focusing on marketing and prepare for future growth by becoming a non-profit.

The money from this fundraiser will be used to establish Easy Access to Bed Nets as a non-profit, to create quality, laminated educational tools that will be used by health leaders in the area to educate villagers and promote bed net use and to provide small commissions for people selling nets. 

The fundraiser will be a lock-up and party at Panchos Mexican Restaurant on the afternoon of Saturday November 15.  If you agree to participate, we will lock you up in the restaurant’s jail cell (located next to the bar) for 15 minutes.   During the 15 minutes, you will try to raise a $100 bail by soliciting donations from people attending the lock-up and by calling anyone you like on a cell phone that is provided.  All participants will be released after 15 minutes regardless of how much money they raise.   If you choose to, you may obtain pledges or donations prior to the lock-up date.

For your convenience, you may select a 15-minute slot ahead of time and arrive and leave the restaurant promptly.  

If you are interested in participating or offering a financial donation, please R.S.V.P so that we can prepare and send out a schedule for the event.

Thank you,

Brett Wainger,

bwainger@cbu.edu

