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February 25, 2004

The Haiti medical team would like to inform all of its supporters that the trip planned for the second week of March 2004 has been postponed.  All team members are very much disappointed and hope to be able to reschedule this trip later in the Spring or Summer.  Our project remains committed to the people of Haiti.  We have been in contact with Father Joe at the clinic as late as Sunday evening 2/22/04.  At this time, all is peaceful and well at the clinic compound.  We would like to thank Dr. Tim McCall and his wife Janice, Dr. Travis Caudil and Dr. Jamie Cox for their work at the clinic the first two weeks of February.  Unfortunately, at this time there are no physicians from Chile or elsewhere working at the clinic.  The Sisters are tending to patients the best they can.

Much turmoil exists in Haiti at this time.  I do not fully understand the politics of the situation, but indeed there is an attempt to overthrow the existing democratic government through violence and terrorism.  At this point the problems escalate on a daily basis and it appears as though the violent rebels intend to take over the presidential palace and seize control of the entire country this week.  A peaceful solution to this problem is not likely in the upcoming weeks and so as with many decisions in medicine, the risks of traveling to Haiti to our project seem to outweigh the benefits that we would bring to the patients during this March timeframe.

Please pray for a peaceful solution to this crisis and for the safety of those close to our project:  Father Joseph, Father Walter, the Sisters, the Seminarians and all those who help at the clinic compound as well as other missionaries still there, including Patrick Moynihan, his family and the entire Louverture Cleary School community.  Most importantly, keep in your prayers all of those suffering in Haiti.

Let us all take this opportunity during the Lenten season to spread good will and be helpful and kind to those who are nearest us.  Once again, thanks for all of your continued support.

Sincerely,
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Gordon J. Kraus, M.D.
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