FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:
Denice McMahon

Phone:   
(901) 753-0605

Fax:
    
(901) 753-9849

Fifth Annual “24-Hour Tour d’Esprit” Fundraiser

 To be held October 3 - October 4, 2003

Memphis, TN September 4, 2003 –The Fifth Annual “24-Hour Tour d’Esprit” will be held at 3:00 p.m. Friday, October 3rd through 3:00 p.m. Saturday, October 4th at Holy Spirit Catholic Church, 2300 Hickory Crest Drive, Memphis, TN.  The event is the Mid-South’s only 24-hour long foot race, with all proceeds benefiting Haiti Medical Missions of Memphis.

Haiti Medical Missions of Memphis is a non-profit organization comprised of local physicians and other healthcare professionals concerned with the deplorable medical conditions in Haiti, the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere.  The group represents a broad section of the Memphis health care industry and is comprised of team members affiliated with many local hospitals, universities and churches.  All proceeds from the event will go towards providing critical, life-saving medicines and medical attention at the group’s community health clinic in Croix des Boquets, Haiti.  

Individuals and teams may run or walk as much as they wish during the 24-hour period.  Those on teams will pass the team’s timing chip to the next participant when their “shift” is complete.  For both individuals and teams, the number of loops completed on the certified 1-mile course is automatically tallied throughout the 24 hours.  All entrants will receive a race goody bag and commemorative t-shirt, and will be eligible for many door prizes.  

Other on-site activities include a silent auction featuring handcrafted Haitian art, a Pasta Dinner on Friday evening (5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.), a designated camping area for families and teams, a Pancake Breakfast on Saturday morning (7:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.), and a Health Fair on Saturday morning (7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.).  

The event will culminate with a Race Wrap-Up Party on Saturday afternoon from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Door prizes and awards will be presented at this time to the top individuals in their respective age group, as well as to the top male, female and mixed team.  Radio personalities from FM 107.5 “The Pig” will be on hand to MC the awards ceremony, and freshly-grilled hamburgers and hotdogs as well as cold drinks will be available.  

Presenting sponsors of this year’s event include Saint Francis Hospital/Tenet Healthcare, TruGreen-Chemlawn, Long Leaf Partners, Pfizer, Memphis Medical Representatives Association, American Home Shield, Ascent Outdoors and Southland Chrysler Jeep.

To register for the event, make a donation, or learn more about Haiti Medical Missions of Memphis, contact Denice McMahon at 753-0605 or visit our website at: www.cbu.edu/sciences/biology/Haiti.
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