Starch: alpha - 1 > 4 linkages are most common in starch though 1 > 6 linkages do occur, too (P. KARRER, 1921). Depending on the size of the molecule and its amount of 1 > 6 linkages, it is distinguished between amylose and amylopectin. Amylose molecules are largely unbranched, water-soluble and contain mainly 1 > 4 linkages. They are, like most polysaccharides, polydispers, meaning that the length of the molecule is not exactly defined, the number of glucosyl residues being between 200 and more than 1000. 
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Source: http://www.biologie.uni-hamburg.de/b-online/e17/17b.htm#02a
