Monosaccharide subunits condense (react under the splitting off of water) to form disaccharides with glycosidic bonds. Here, it is distinguished between the alpha- and the beta- glycosidic bond. Some important examples are: 


consists of a alpha-glycosidically linked glucosyl-residue and a fructosyl-residue. Then the 
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where the galactosyl-residue and the glucosyl-residue are linked alpha-glycosidically. The 
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with an alpha-glycosidic bond between two glucosyl-residues and the 
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where two glucosyl-residues are linked in a beta-glycosidic way. 

	In all these cases, one residue is linked with its C1-atom to the C4-atom of the other sugar residue (a 1 > 4 glycosidic bond). 

Source: http://www.biologie.uni-hamburg.de/b-online/e16/16h.htm#lactBottom of Form


