HUMAN EVOLUTION SUMMARY

The position of humans within the taxonomy is as follows:

Class -- Mammalia

Subclass -- Theria

Infraclass -- Eutheria

Order -- Primates

Suborder -- Anthropoidea

Infraorder -- Catarrhini

Superfamily -- Hominoidea

Family -- Hominidae

Genus -- Homo

Species -- sapiens

A more complete picture of where Homo sapiens stand in the grander scheme of things can be found below. Some terms that may need defining are:

Catarrhini - (infraorder) Old World Monkeys

Platyrrhini - (infraorder) New World Monkeys

Pongidae - (family) Chimpanzees, gorillas and orangutans

Hylobatidae - (family) Gibbons

Pan - (genus) chimpanzees

Pongo - (genus) orangutans

EARLY PRIMATES
Aegyptopithecus late Oligocene, 28-29 mya

Proconsul  23–14 mya. Three species; major, africanus and nyanzae.  

Kenyapithecus wickeri 14 mya. 

Pierolapithecus catalaunicus 13 million years ago during the Miocene
HOMINIDS

Sahelanthropus tchadensis, from the late Miocene, 6 – 7 my, is most primitive known hominin.

Orrorin tugenensis lived about 6 Mya. 

Ardipithecus kadabba about 5.2- 5.8 my old.

Ardipithecus ramidus lived about 4.5 - 4.3 Mya in what is now Ethiopia.

Australopithecus anamensis is about 4.2 – 3.9 my old.

Kenyanthropus platyops is about 3.5 my old.

AUSTRALOPITHECINES
GRACILE GROUP

Australopithecus anamensis 4.2 to 3.5mya
Australopithecus afarensis 3.5 mya
Australopithecus africanus 2.3 mya

ROBUST GROUP
Paranthropus (Australopithecus) aethiopicus 3.3 to 2.6 mya.  

Paranthropus (Australopithecus) boisei 2.6 mya to 1.2 mya.

Paranthropus (Australopithecus) robustus 2.6 mya to 1.8 mya.

HOMO
H. rudolfensis 2.5 mya to 1.8mya (2) 

H. habilis 1.6 mya to 2 mya. 

H. ergaster 2 mya 

H. erectus 800,000 to 400,000 ya 

H. antecessor 1.0 mya (2) to 800 tya (16) 

H. heidelbergensis 600,000 to 250,000 ya 

H. neanderthalensis 230,000 to 29,000 ya 

H. sapiens (“Early Moderns”) 200,000 ya to  50,000 (2) 

H. sapiens (Cro-Magnon) 50,000 ya to present
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_human_evolution
