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The function of the Introduction is to:

1. Establish the context of the work being reported. This is accomplished by describing the nature of the problem and discussing the relevant primary research literature (with citations) and summarizing our current understanding of the problem you are investigating; 

2. State the purpose of the work in the form of the hypothesis, question, or problem you investigated; 

3. Briefly explain the scope of the problem, your rationale, general methods and approach and, whenever possible, the possible outcomes your study can reveal. 

Quite literally, the Introduction must answer the questions, "What was I studying? Why was it an     important question? What did we know about it before I did this study? How will this study advance our knowledge?"

Enough information should be included to allow the reader to understand the nature of the problem and why you are asking the questions you are, and why the hypothesis is a reasonable one.

Write this section in the present or past tense, never in the future.

Structure: 

· Go from general to specific. 

Organize the information to present the more general aspects of the topic early in the Introduction, then work toward the more specific topical information, finally arriving at your statement of purpose and rationale.

· Identify keywords. 

Begin your Introduction by clearly identifying the subject area of interest. Do this by using key words from your Title in the first few sentences of the Introduction to get it focused directly on topic at the appropriate level. This insures that you get to the primary subject matter quickly without losing focus, or discussing information that is too general.

· Establish the context 

Provide a brief and balanced review of the pertinent published literature that is available on the subject. 

Summarize (for the reader) what we knew about the specific problem before you did your experiments or studies. 

Present a general review of the primary research literature (with citations) but should not include very specific, lengthy explanations that you will probably discuss in greater detail later in the Discussion. 

The judgment of what is general or specific is difficult at first, but with practice and reading of the scientific literature you will develop e firmer sense of your audience.

· What literature should you look for in your review?

Cite primary research literature. Do not include textbooks, encyclopedias, laboratory manuals, etc

Cite, instead, articles that reported specific results relevant to your study

Do not summarize and evaluate all past literature on the subject. Some of the articles you read may be more useful in you Discussion, when you can use them in comparisons and interpretation of your results.

The literature cited in articles you find are an important source of more relevant articles. 

Review articles summarize the work done in a narrow area of research. They can be a good source of references to read.

· State the purpose and /or hypothesis that you investigated.

The statement of purpose presents the central question you are asking and the variable you are investigating.

The statement of purpose is usually placed near the end of the Introduction, often as the topic sentence of the final paragraph.

Example. This study investigates the relationship between fruit size and tree density.

The hypothesis is the explanation you are proposing for certain observations.

It should be accompany by a prediction of results expected under certain conditions if the hypothesis is correct.

Example. If competition lowers the output, then fruit size should be smaller when tree density 

         increases.

It is not necessary (or even desirable) to use the words "hypothesis" or "null hypothesis", since these are usually implicit if you clearly state your purpose and expectations.

· Provide a clear statement of the rationale for your approach to the problem studied.

State briefly how you approached the problem .

This will usually follow your statement of purpose in the last paragraph of the Introduction.

Why did you choose this kind of experiment or experimental design? What are the scientific merits of this particular model system? What advantages does it confer in answering the particular question(s) you are posing? 

Do not discuss here the actual techniques or protocols used in your study. 

