** Homework Rules **

You are expected to do all assigned homework, both “practice” and “turn-in” problems. This is a vital part of the course and absolutely essential if you expect to do well on exams.  To learn mathematics, you must be on the stage performing—not in the audience watching.  Math simply cannot be mastered by watching your instructor work problems, any more than playing a cello can be mastered by watching Yo-Yo Ma play.  When you are asked to turn in assigned homework, please observe the rules listed below.  Failure to comply with any of them will result in deduction of points.

1. Use standard 8.5" x 11" paper.  Paper torn from a composition notebook leaving that telltale ragged edge will not be accepted.

2. Write legibly in pencil  or erasable ink, preferably pencil.

3. Print or write legibly your first and last name, the course number, and the time that your class meets (such as: Math 105; 9:00) in the upper right-hand corner.

4. Arrange problems in numerical order.  Also, give the page number of the assignment.

5. Write or type up the problem.  You may paraphrase and abbreviate as long as all the information is stated before you write up the solution.
6. Show all necessary work providing clear, yet concise explanations.  Do not turn in your first draft.  Rewrite it!  Show some pride in your work!  It impresses your instructor.  The homework that you turn in should be neat and organized; the mere attempt to be clear, concise, and organized will even help you in obtaining correct answers.  Either box-in, circle, or underline all numerical answers.

7. Answer clearly what is asked.  Sometimes a complete sentence may be necessary.  For example, consider the following problem:


Determine whether the point 
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Answers such as "No" or "False" do not make sense here.  A short answer such as "It doesn't" is not enough unless it is accompanied by an explanation.  After you conclude that 
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 is a false statement, your answer should be a complete sentence that goes something like this: “The point 
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8. Write on one side only and be neat.  Staple all sheets together—paper clips, dog-ears, or similar kinds of devices are not acceptable.

9. Use quadrille paper or graph paper for sketching curves. Use a ruler or straightedge to draw straight lines, such as the axes.  Label the axes, the scale marks, and some of the plotted points as makes sense and is appropriate.

10. An assignment is to be turned in on the day that it is due before class begins.  Place them on the designated lectern or table.

11. Finally, I don’t mind if you discuss the problems with one another.  In fact, for some of you, it may be the best way to learn the material—but only after everyone has made an honest effort to work the problems with no outside help.  Only then may you discuss the problems and make the necessary modifications.  However, I do expect the final product to be your work!  To ensure this, write up the final version without looking at someone else’s work. I object strenuously to grading papers that look the same—and even more so if they contain the same errors. 
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