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Others by appointment

M103   What's the course about???? 

Goals:  Math 103 is a course designed to review the algebra skills necessary to complete Math 105 and higher courses.  The student will be able to manipulate algebraic expressions; solve algebraic equations; work with functions and their graphs in order to be able to solve basic but realistic word problems. 

Outcomes:  After successfully completing this course the student will be able to:

· manipulate basic algebraic expressions.

· solve linear and quadratic equations arising from realistic word problems.

· graph and interpret linear and quadratic functions.

Catalog Data:  The course is designed to give the student fundamental quantitative and algebraic skills needed in other mathematics and science courses.  Topics include:  equations and inequalities, linear systems, exponents, factoring, rational expressions, rational exponents, quadratic equations, and functions.  This course does not supply any portion o f the mathematics credits required in any CBU degree program.  You may not receive credit for Math 101 after completing any mathematics course numbered above 101.  Prerequisite:  One year of high school algebra.  One semester; three credits.

Course License:  For this course you will purchase a site-license (fee payable at the bookstore). The license fee also includes the PAN (Academic Systems Personal Academic Notebook: Intermediate Algebra) that is an integral part of the course. A validation code is contained in the PAN.  You should not open the PAN package until you are sure that you will remain in this course.  Once you have entered the validation code into the computer the license is not refundable.  You will have 14 days from self-registering and starting the program to procure the validation code.                  



Off Campus Logon Web Address:  https://asalgebra.platoweb.com/

Materials:  A pair of stereo headphones (CD player, i-Pod) is highly recommended.  Pencil is preferred for mathematics in this class.  Quadrille paper and a ruler are needed for graphs.  

Your Role:  You must take an active role in your own instruction to be successful in this course.  You will be responsible for learning the material and for getting help if you are having difficulties.  The teacher will be here to monitor your progress and to provide help as you need it.  The professor will be available during office hours and many other hours during the week for extra help.  Class time will be reserved for a short lecture, computer work, quizzes and tests.  You should schedule regular times to work on the computer outside of class.  You will not be able do all of the work in class.  You are encouraged to work ahead as you master material and spend more time on material that is difficult for you. You may spend as much time as you need on each lesson as long as you meet the deadlines on the schedule.  This is NOT a self-paced course.    
Syllabus: 
                    

	LESSON
	Section(s)
	TOPICS
	BOX (in PLATO)

	
	
	Getting Started
	A

	EII
	C, F
	Equations and Inequalities, Absolute Value
	C1, C2

	3
	1
	Introduction to Graphing
	D2

	4
	1, 2
	Graphing Equations
	E2, E3   

	5
	1, 2
	Solving Linear Systems
	F2, F3   

	6
	1, 2, 3
	Exponents
	G2, G3, G4     

	7
	1, 2, 3
	Factoring (section 3 possibly off line)
	H2, H3, H4     

	8
	1, 2, 3
	Rational Expressions
	I2, I3, I4    

	9
	1,2
	Rational Exponents
	J2, J3

	10
	1, 2
	Quadratic Equations
	K2, K3 

	11
	1,2
	Functions
	L2, L3

	12
	1, 2, 3
	Exponential & Logarithmic Functions
	M2, M3, M4


Assessment:

On-Line Quizzes( 20%):
At the end of each computer lesson you will complete a quiz that is graded by the computer.  You are expected to take these quizzes on your own, without help from books, notes or other students.  If you do poorly on a quiz, you may take it up to three (3) times.  Problem worksheets are available to help you review material you missed on the first quiz attempt.

Homework/Quizzes(20%):  The computer will suggest homework problems to you from the Personal Academic Notebook based on your performance in the Explore and Apply.  These would be good to reinforce the lesson.  In addition to these suggestions, I will assign some problems that I will collect so that there will be a common set of problems for the class to discuss.  I will randomly grade problems from these sets that will comprise your homework score.  As you work through the lessons you will need to work with paper and pencil.

In-Class Exams (40%):  There will be four in-class tests. They will be prepared, administered and corrected by the professor in the course.  The anticipated dates are:  2/5, 3/5, 4/9, and 4/30.

Final Exam (20%):  A comprehensive final exam will be given at the end of the course.  This is a department final taken by all Math 103 students.  Again, it is prepared, administered and corrected by the professors of the course.

Grading scale:   A   90-100%,   B  80-89%,   C  70-79%,   D  60-69%,   F  below 60% 


If you fail this course, you may not retake the placement exam to test into a higher course but will have to retake this course.
 Attendance:   Class attendance is expected.  C.B.U.'s policy states that a student who misses eight hours of class may be given a failing grade for the course.  If an absence is unavoidable you are responsible for the material covered in class and any assignments made.  
Math Center:  The CBU Math Center ( http://www.cbu.edu/sciences/mathCtr.html ), located in Cooper-Wilson 321 has free tutoring, supplementary texts, and computer software available for your assistance.  Drop in during posted hours, or make an appointment. 










