Religion and Philosophy Dept.

First Meeting Agenda
Fall 2007

Date: August 16
Time: 3:30 pm (immediately following the SOA meeting)
Location: Barry Hall 32

1.
Welcome back and welcome to new faculty

2.
Mechanics


a.
Syllabi



- 
incorporate assessment criteria for GERs (as necessary)



- 
please provide hard copies to the chair and a digital copy to Christina


b.
Teaching observations



- 
arrange to have teaching observed early in the semester (this is especially 




important for Haught, Gides, Fulmer, Miller, and Geis)



-
of adjunct faculty




Thomas




Battle




Harrison


c.
Dept. meetings



-
meeting minutes



-
Fall meeting schedule





Sept.

Tuesday, Sept. 4 12:30pm (tentative)




Oct.

TBA




Nov.

TBA




Dec.

TBA

d.
Grading scales (McKean)

3.
2007-2008 Priorities


a.
Revise/repair senior project guidelines (see Appendix A) (deadline: October meeting)


Issues:



i.
senior seminar



ii.
evaluation criteria



iii.
mentoring



iv.
final presentation



[Related item]: Plough Library is now holding senior theses and has requested the 


following:



1) consistent format for title pages




2) conversion of documents to pdf




3) a decision whether to make digital holdings publicly available


b.
Certificate program in Religious Studies for the Evening/Professional Studies 



program (see Appendix B) (deadline: October meeting)


c.
GERs?


d.
Spring schedule


e.
HUM 150

4.
Miscellany


a.
Catalog/curricular changes in Religious Studies


- 
Is it time to rethink the prerequisite structure, the course numbers, other 




aspects
of the RS curriculum?


5.
Announcements


a. 
MACS program (Gides)


b.
Max program (Maloney)


c.
Party (Haught)



Saturday 5:00pm




2276 Evelyn Ave




(901) 725-0642




family/guests welcome


d.
Sr. Ann’s Golden Jubilee




Thursday, August 23




3:30pm




Montesi

d.
Other

Appendix A – Revisions to Senior Project Guidelines
Below are the invitation for proposals and Haught’s proposal for revisions to the senior project guidelines. The target date for revisions is the October 2007 dept. meeting (TBA).
Emailed RFP:

I’d like to follow up on some of the suggestions and concerns that have been submitted over the previous few weeks concerning the senior projects with a proposal of my own. Attached are two documents [note: only the revised copy is include in this appendix]. One is a copy of the existing guidelines for senior projects. The other is a revision of that document that attempts to address some (but certainly not all) perceived deficiencies with the current process. I am submitting these to you for your review. However, I am not seeking your feedback—at least at this time. What I am hoping will happen is that we will all take time over the summer to develop proposals for restructuring the senior project process in a way that will be most beneficial to our students. Because there is bound to be variance in what we respectively believe to be “beneficial,” my specific proposal is a request from each of you to draft your own set of senior project guidelines. You may wish to modify the existing document as I have done. You may wish to revise my revision. You may also wish to stipulate an entirely novel approach to the process. All options are on the table. Whatever your approach, when we reconvene in the fall we should have several proposals for the department as a whole to assess. At that time, we can begin (and complete) the collective deliberative process over what the official senior project guidelines should state by critiquing the various submissions, or identifying what we like about each, what we don’t like, etc. Everyone will have a say; everyone will have input. Nonetheless, a document will be produced for the class of ’08. 

Note: It may be necessary to revisit this exercise again next year, and every year following. We may never get it “just right.” But with any luck, we’ll arrive at a document that clarifies the process for the faculty and the students so that everyone is confident that what should be an enriching capstone exercise will become precisely that.

I’m going to request that no one replies to this email to offer criticism or praise of this proposal or of my specific suggestions for the senior project. I will put this issue on the agenda for the first department meeting in the fall regardless of whether proposals for an official document come forward. I will, of course, accept your proposals, which I will collect and distribute prior to that meeting.

Haught’s Revised Guidelines

Paul Haught’s changes in blue

Guidelines for Completing the Senior Project

Religion and Philosophy Department

Christian Brothers University
The Senior Seminar is designed to afford majors in the Religion and Philosophy department the opportunity to pursue an independent study on a topic related to their previous years of study toward the major. The product of the Seminar is the Senior Project, a piece of extended scholarship reflecting the student’s accomplishment in the major. Upon its completion, the student is required to present the results of her or his work to the department. This document is designed to guide students in the mechanics of completing the Senior Project. Topics covered include: establishing and adhering to a timetable, organization, format, references, and grading criteria. All students are required to adhere to these standards.

I. Timetable
Students are expected to complete their Senior Projects during the semester in which they are enrolled in the Senior Seminar. It is the student’s responsibility to meet with his/her director in the first few weeks of the semester to establish a timetable for the production and public presentation of the Senior Project. The specifics of this timetable are to be determined by the student in conjunction with the director. The date for the Senior Project presentation cannot be set until the student has submitted a completed draft of the Project to the director. On the basis of an assessment of the student’s progress, and in conjunction with the student and the faculty, the director will choose a presentation date.

II. Direction

Students should select a director in Religion or Philosophy who can provide the most relevant guidance in writing the senior project. The director’s role will be to supply the above timetable and to provide regular feedback on the student’s progress. In addition, each student should select two Project Committee members who, in conjunction with the director, will evaluate the student’s final written project and presentation. Including the director, the committee members should be selected according to the following criteria:

1. 
For senior projects in Religious Studies (including Biblical Studies), the committee should consist of two faculty from Religious Studies and one from Philosophy.

2.
For senior projects in Philosophy, the committee should consist of two faculty from Philosophy and one from Religious Studies

3.
With the approval of the director and the department chair, senior projects that incorporate significant interdisciplinary content and method may propose a committee consisting of any two faculty from the department of Religion and Philosophy and one faculty member housed in the department of the relevant discipline.
III. Organization
Each Senior Project should contain the following elements:

Title Page

Abstract

Table of Contents (if necessary)

Body

References

Bibliography

Appendices (if necessary)

IV. Layout and Format
1.
Font

Fonts should be chosen for their readability, and should be used throughout the Project. Avoid decorative or specialized fonts, unless specific symbols are required. Students are required to use a 12 pt. font for every element of the final document except for titles or section headings (no larger than 14 pt.) and for footnotes/endnotes (10 pt.).

2.
Spacing

Double spacing should be used throughout except of the abstract, notes, and individual bibliographic entries which should be single spaced.

3.
Margins

There should be a one inch margin on all sides of the paper. Any headers or footers should be .5 inches from the edge.

4.
Justification

All Projects should be left-justified.

5.
Numbering

Every page of the Project following the title page and abstract should be numbered consecutively. Numbers should be located .5 inches from the top-left corner of the page.

V. References
The student in conjunction with their director, may select any bibliographical standard (e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago). Consideration should be given to those standards common in the discipline in which the Project is being written. The selected standard should be consistently implemented.

VI. Grading Criteria
All Project topics must be approved by the director. All Projects must demonstrate familiarity with the topic, as well as with some significant discussions of the topic in the literature. Projects should be approximately 25-40 pages in length. In addition to these general standards, a Project must evident the following criteria. Failure to satisfy even one of these criteria justifies a failing grade.

1. The Project should defend a clearly articulated and interesting thesis. This defense should evidence familiarity with relevant secondary materials.

2. The Project must evidence the appropriate critical skills: analysis and evaluation of arguments, sound reasoning, and sensitivity to context.

3. The Project must be an original work. The use and citation of secondary materials should be limited to supporting the argument(s) justifying the thesis. Extensive use of such materials should be avoided.

4. The Project must be well written in terms of general organization, style, grammar, and punctuation.

VII. Public Presentation

At the director’s discretion, a date will be selected for a public presentation of the senior project. The audience to the presentation must minimally include the Project Committee, but all full-time faculty in Religion and Philosophy are to be invited to the presentation. The student is welcome and encouraged to invite anyone else to attend.

After the student submits a brief summary of the argument of the project, the committee members will each address questions to the student about the project. Following this discussion, the floor will be open to questions and comments from the audience.

VIII. Evaluation

Upon completion of the presentation, the student and audience will be excused from the room while the Project Committee evaluates the presentation and written project. A grade will be assigned to both the written project and the presentation. The average of these grades will determine the grade for the entire Senior Project. The Project Committee will have exclusive right to assign the grade for the project, but all full-time faculty in Religion and Philosophy may submit written comments for the committee to consider in their evaluation.
Appendix B—Proposal for Religious Studies Certificate in the Professional Studies Program

What follows is an unedited proposal from Tonna Bruce and Dan Messinger for implementing a certificate program in Religious Studies starting asap. Haught has requested that the Religion and Philosophy dept. have until October to approve and/or revise the proposed program. 

PURPOSE
There are two purposes of the Religious Studies Certificate.  First, CBU can provide the community with a program that will provide them with fundamental information about Christian Moral principles.  CBU is focusing on building upon its religious heritage and developing a branding strategy that shows our commitment the religious principles upon which the university is founded.  The second purpose is to build credit hours in the Professional Studies program as well as the Religion Philosophy Department/School of Arts.  Students are currently required to complete a 200 and 300 Religious Studies course as part of the General Education requirement.  The certificate program would help students fulfill the remaining free elective requirements.

DESIGN
The first certificate would be titled the Certificate in Christian Morality.  A student would complete 4 out of the 5 following classes:

· RS 256 Religion and Nonviolent Social Change

· RS 230 Christian Ethics

· RS 324 Christian Spirituality

· RS 335 Philosophy of Religion

· RS 326 Social/Political Theologies

Other certificates would be modeled on the 4/5 system.  Another possible certificate would be a Certificate in Christian Social Advocacy/Ethics and made up of the following:

· PHIL 220

· PHIL 224

· RS 254 Christianity and Peace

· RS 256 Religion and Nonviolent Social Change

· RS 371 Sociology of Religion

· RS 326 Social/Political Theologies

· RS 330 Justice and Society

A third possible certificate would be a Certificate in Catholic Studies and would consist of the following:

· RS 217 Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures)

· RS 218 New Testament

· RS 220 Classical Christian Thought

· RS 221 Modern Christian Thought

· RS 280 Catholicism

MECHANICS
1. New students would apply as special students to the Professional Studies program unless they plan to ultimately be degree seeking at CBU.  If they were degree seeking, they would apply as such.  We would require transcripts and 1 letter of recommendation for special students.  Students must have completed ENG 111 and ENG 112 to be eligible for the program.

2. Current students would need to complete the attached application for the program and have their current Academic Advisor sign the form. 

GOALS

The main goal of the Religious Studies Certificate program is to give Memphis residents who qualify and CBU students greater exposure to Christian principles.  Memphis has traditionally been a very religious society due to its location within the “Bible Belt.”  Memphis has also been exposed to corruption and unethical behavior at various government levels.  The certificate program would help educate people to use their religious principles in their decision-making processes.     

Religious Certificate Application for Current CBU Students

[DRAFT]

Name:

CBU ID #:

Email:

Current Major:

Current Advisor:

Signature/Date

Signature of Advisor/Date

Short essay (2-3 pages) on reasons for seeking certificate—APPLIES TO NEW STUDENTS.

