Dear colleagues,
As you know, next Thursday we’ll all be on campus for the president’s workshop, etc. Although it hasn’t been announced, the school of arts will conduct a meeting from 1:45-2:45, after which I would like us to assemble for a brief department meeting. I don’t think there’s a need to reserve a room; we’ll just congregate following the SOA meeting.
In addition to welcoming Bru and Emily to the department, we have a few items I’d like us to begin thinking about as we begin the semester.

1.
Accreditation (SACS) and assessment


I have asked Scott to brief us on what he has learned recently from his involvement with 
SACS assessment preparation, with emphasis on our own assessments. After wrestling 
with GRE assessments and institutional effectiveness plans for the past year, I’m going to 
seek from all of you suggestions for ways to simplify our assessment methods and 
goals. Of course, whatever we do will have to follow SACS guidelines, and in this vein 
(among others) what Scott has to say will be very helpful.

2.
MACS program


The MACS program is in its third year, which is also its third year of declining 
enrollment. This situation has drawn concern from various quarters, and I anticipate that 
we’ll be devoting considerable thought and planning to new directions/new options for 
the program. For Thursday, I have asked David to provide a brief overview of the status 
of the program and to identify options for its future. Let me just say that David needs all 
of our input and support on this. I’ll let David take the lead, but we have an opportunity 
here to come up with creative new directions for the program, and we should probably 
see this as an occasion for excitement as much if not more so as one for concern.
3.
Other issues


We won’t have time during Thursday’s meeting to undertake much business, and I expect 
with MACS and SACS (ack!), we’ll have more than enough to keep us occupied this 
semester. However, there are some other items we’ll have to tackle in the near future:


A.
B.A. program



Last year I expressed concern about the rigidity of the B.A. in Religion and 


Philosophy, which was exacerbated by the new restrictions on electives for Arts 


majors. I’m going to strongly urge that we reexamine and revise the major 



guidelines to better benefit our students. Included in this discussion, of course, 


will be the sustained problem we’re experiencing with students failing to 



complete their senior projects.


B.
Additional degree programs



Last year I also introduced the possibility of exploring other types of B.A. 



programs that our department could offer, particularly on the Religious Studies 


side. I’d like to continue to explore these possibilities to take advantage of our 


faculty strengths as well as interdisciplinary options (e.g., for concentrations in 


music ministry (Fine Arts) or youth ministry (Education/Behavioral Sciences), 


just for starters). 

C.
Minor programs



Burt has put together a revised curriculum for Peace Studies, which we should all 


take a look at. Emily plans to invigorate the extant (but barely so) Women’s 


Studies minor. Our department has a foot in the Global Studies minor. I was 


surprised that I had not noticed previously that the catalog contains no overviews 


for any of the minor program offerings in the school of arts. The catalog merely 


identifies applicable courses. Because these programs can be recruitment 



instruments for students into our courses (not to overlook the fact that they are 


interesting programs of study in their own right) we need to be more explicit 


about the aims and outcomes for these minors.

D. 
Course innovations



This item is more obscure (and for that reason, perhaps one I should remain silent 


about), but it has occurred to me that we could be even more creative in how we 


design some our courses. For example, I’m considering the possibility of 



including a lab
option in Environmental Ethics of Philosophy of the Arts. What 


other innovations can we consider?

4.
Announcements


Just one thing to note here. I’m still working on the date, but we will be hosting a 
retirement reception for Sr. Ann. I’ll let know, and if anyone would like to assist me 

(ahem, 
service credit), I will gladly put you to work.

Please let me know if you have anything to announce to put on the agenda.
I’m looking forward to seeing all of you in just over a week. Otherwise, enjoy the dregs of summer!

Paul

