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Mission
To educate students concerning the importance of historical and contemporary religious and philosophical concepts and to develop student abilities to analyze these concepts critically and to apply them to issues of contemporary concern.

______________________________________________________________________________

Summary
In order to assess our success at satisfying our department’s mission, the faculty of the Religion and Philosophy department identified the following desired student outcomes. These outcomes reflect an enhancement of the survey instrument used the previous year. The IE Plan for 2006-2007 was drafted with the specific intention of accommodating the university’s move toward embedded assessment. The plan specified a two-tiered approach to IE assessment, involving both faculty and student surveys. These are the stated outcomes from the 2006-2007 IE Plan:

1. Students will become knowledgeable of the historical context and significance of different religious and/or philosophical concepts.

2. Students will develop an informed personal perspective on course content.

3. Students will understand the broader context of course content through various interactive means.

4. Students will demonstrate involvement in and critical evaluation of a public event, activity or service project related to issues of religious and/or philosophical concern.

5. Students will demonstrate understanding of the local character and global reach of religious and/or philosophical issues.
6. Students will be encouraged and assisted in the development of skills in the analysis of concepts, arguments and texts through written and verbal articulation.
What follows is a discussion of our assessment of each of these outcomes. In this discussion, both the means employed to assess success and the results of those assessments are considered. In 2006-2007, the Department of Religion and Philosophy replaced two faculty members and was involved in two searches to add additional faculty. In addition, the department experienced turnover at the Chair position. While it is impossible to say that these are the causes, the department survey instruments were both underutilized and inconsistently utilized. Indeed, no faculty surveys were completed. Moreover, several of the completed student surveys did not incorporate all of the outcome questions indicated on the 2006-2007 Religion and Philosophy IE Plan. Consequently, the results of the student survey are incomplete. Needless to say, there is much to be improved upon in terms of assessment. Successful application of the survey instruments will be one of the key goals in next year’s IE Plan. 
Nonetheless, this year’s report proceeds with a discussion of the received student survey results in correlation with the outcome targets of the 2006-2007 IE Plan. Overall, 89 students were surveyed for this report. The data reflect that the department is achieving its stated goals with some success, but not complete success.
______________________________________________________________________________

Student Outcomes

Outcome # 1

Students will become knowledgeable of the historical context and significance of different religious and/or philosophical concepts.

Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:

Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that lectures and assignments in our courses include content aimed at exposing students to the historical context and significant of religious and/or philosophical concepts.  Our goal is that for 70% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“Students demonstrated familiarity with the historical context and significance of different religious and/or philosophical concepts through an exam or essay.”

· Assessment Results:

 n/a
· Use of Results:

 n/a
External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of the focus of course lectures and assignments.  Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statement on the survey:

“In this course students were introduced to and evaluated on their knowledge of the historical context and significance of different religious and/or philosophical concepts.”

· Assessment Results:

In response to the question, “In this course students were introduced to and evaluated on their knowledge of the historical context and significance of different religious and/or philosophical concepts,” only 44% of the students surveyed strongly agreed.
· Use of Results:

The survey result for this question is unacceptably low, as education in fundamental 
religious and philosophical concepts is essential for our disciplines. Faculty have been 
briefed on these results, and new faculty will be specifically encouraged to emphasize 
fundamental concepts.

______________________________________________________________________________

Outcome #2

Students will develop an informed personal perspective on course content.

Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success

Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that in-class discussions and assignments in our courses encouraged students to develop and articulate informed personal perspectives on course content.  Our goal is that for 70% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“Students expressed personal perspectives related to course topics either in small group work, class discussions, or written work.”

· Assessment Results

 n/a
· Use of Results:

n/a
 

External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of the focus of in-class discussions and assignments.  Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statement on the survey:

“In this course students engaged in discussions relevant to the course and current issues and events.”

· Assessment Results:

 In response to the question, “In this course students engaged in discussions relevant to the course and current issues and events,” 62% of the students surveyed strongly agreed.
· Use of Results:

 Our success rate in this area is encouraging. Faculty will be encouraged to continue engaging course concepts with current issues and events.
______________________________________________________________________________

Outcome #3
Students will understand the broader context of course content through various interactive means.

Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:
Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that classroom activities and assignments in our courses employ a variety of interactive means. Our goal is that for 70% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“The instructor employed a variety of resources/approaches (e.g., in-class films, guest speakers, student class presentations, etc.)”

· Assessment Results:

 n/a
· Use of Results:


 n/a
External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of classroom activities and assignments.  Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statement on the survey:

 “In this course the instructor used a variety of resources/approaches to encourage student learning (e.g., in-class films, guest speakers, student class presentations, etc.).”

· Assessment Results:

In response to the question, “In this course the instructor used a variety of resources/approaches to encourage student learning (e.g., in-class films, guest speakers, student class presentations, etc.),” 40% of the students surveyed strongly agreed.
· Use of Results:

As with all of our survey results, the (relatively) low number of total responses may fail 
to give an accurate portrait of the extent to which an outcome is pursued or achieved. In 
this case 40% is surprisingly low considering the variety of teaching methods indicated in 
course syllabi in Religion and Philosophy. The 40% may, of course, indicate the level of 
student satisfaction with the use of these teaching resources. Faculty will be encouraged 
both to continue to develop ways to integrate a variety of approaches and resources in 
their teaching and to improve their demonstration of the relevance of these approaches 
and resources to course goals.
______________________________________________________________________________

Outcome #4
Students will demonstrate involvement in and critical evaluation of a public event, activity or service project related to issues of religious and/or philosophical concerns.

Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:
Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that students are being encouraged to participate in and evaluate public events, activities or service projects related to issues of religious and/or philosophical concern. Our goal is that for 60% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“Participation in activities outside the classroom was encouraged and students received credit for public activity only when accompanied with a written assignment.”

· Assessment Results:

n/a
· Use of Results:


 n/a
External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of efforts to encourage participation in and evaluation of public events, activities or service projects related to issues of religious and/or philosophical concern. Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statement on the survey:

“In this course students were required to attend at least one of the following:

a. public event/activity such as a public lecture,

b. art or music event, 

c. view a movie (outside of class) connected with ideas/issues in the course, or

d. participate in a service project.”

· Assessment Results:

The survey results indicate that our courses did not adequately encourage pursuit of this teaching outcome. Most students surveyed indicated that extra-curricular assignments were not utilized in their courses.   

· Use of Results:

In faculty discussions, the use of external resources remains highly important. It may turn 
out that our goal of 60% strong agreement will have to be reduced in order to 
accommodate differences between those Religion and Philosophy courses in which 
external resources are likely to be used and those where they are not. An adjustment in 
this measure will be reflected in next year’s IE Plan.
______________________________________________________________________________

Outcome #5
Students will demonstrate understanding  of the local character and global reach of religious and/or philosophical issues.
Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:
Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that course content is offered to students so as to encourage their appreciation of its local and global significance. Our goal is that for 70% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“Course lectures and/or assignments promoted student understanding of the local character and global reach of religious and/or philosophical issues.”

· Assessment Results:

n/a 

· Use of Results:


 n/a
External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of the focus of course lectures and assignments. Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statement on the survey:

“In this course, the instructor related course content to issues of local, national, or international significance.”

· Assessment Results:

In response to the question, “In this course, the instructor related course content to issues 
of local, national, or international significance,” of the students surveyed, 47% responded 
that they strongly agreed.
· Use of Results:

This result is interesting in that it seems to indicate that there is a difference of degree in 
how current events are utilized in Religion and Philosophy courses. Student outcome #2 
revealed that currents events are discussed. This outcome here reflects that they may not 
feature in lectures as strongly. Faculty will be encouraged to continue to improve their 
effectiveness in this area.
______________________________________________________________________________

Outcome #6
Students will be encouraged and assisted in the development of skills in the analysis of concepts, arguments and texts through written and verbal articulation.
Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:
Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that the desired skills are being emphasized. Our goal is that for 70% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“Students completed one or more written exercises that allowed them to develop their analytical and argumentative skills and were encouraged to articulate their grasp of course material in classroom discussion.”

· Assessment Results:

n/a
· Use of Results:


n/a
External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of the character and success of instructor focus on skill development. Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statements on the survey:

“In this course, I produced an essay or paper in which I analyzed and/or compared different concepts, arguments, or texts relevant to course material.”

“In this course I was encouraged to demonstrate my understanding of concepts, arguments and texts in class discussion.”

· Assessment Results:

26 of the surveys collected did not include these statements. Of the students surveyed, 62% indicated strong agreement.
· Use of Results:

Better assessment is needed for adequate interpretation of our success in this area. The 
level of strong agreement, however, is consistent with our target outcome. Faculty will be 
encouraged to continue to development effective writing assignments and concept-
focused tests and class discussion opportunities.
