October 23, 2007

Re.: 12-hour GPS Certificates in Religious Studies

The Department of Religion and Philosophy at Christian Brothers University has approved of the following two certificate programs in Religious Studies to be made available to undergraduates enrolled in the Graduate and Professional Studies program.

These certificates meet two essential criteria: 1) they offer interesting, practical, and coherently designed certificate tracks; and 2) it will be possible to provide regular staffing for relevant courses in each track.

Certificate in Religious and Social Ethics

The Certificate in Religious and Social Ethics provides a challenging opportunity for students to explore questions concerning individual and social ethical responsibility.  In this program consisting of twelve credit hours of study, students will select courses that collectively examine individual and social moral issues from four perspectives: 1) norms derived from the scriptural testimony native to various world religions; 2) the lives and/or thinking of important figures in philosophical and religious history; 3) the teachings of authoritative religious bodies throughout history and 4) the application of philosophical and religious ethics to contemporary moral issues.  This certificate supports Christian Brothers University’s desire to produce socially-conscious and morally-informed persons who bring these sensibilities into their professional lives.   

Four of the following courses (at least one 300-level course) 

200-level options: 

PHIL 220 – Contemporary Moral Issues  OR  PHIL 224 – Theories of Human Nature

RS 230 – Christian Ethics

RS 240 – Religious Dimensions of Work

RS 270 – World Religions 

300-level options: 

RS 326 – Social/Political Theologies

RS 330 – Justice and Society

RS 375 – The Prophets

Certificate in Religious Studies

The Certificate in Religious Studies provides a challenging opportunity for students interested in exploring various aspects of religious existence.  In this program requiring twelve credit hours of study, students will select courses which critically examine the history of religious traditions, the nature and content of religious scriptures, the diversity of the specifically American religious experience and the world’s great religious traditions.  This certificate supports Christian Brothers University’s desire to produce well-rounded and socially-conscious persons who can operate responsibly, effectively and in a well-informed way in a religiously diverse world. 

Four of the following courses (at least one 300-level course)

200-level options: 

RS 200 – Understanding Religion

RS 217 – Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) 

RS 218 – New Testament

RS 220 – Classical Christian Thought

RS 221 – Modern Christian Thought

RS 270 – World Religions

RS 280 – Catholicism

300-level options:

RS 320 – Religion in America

RS 345 – God, Evil and Suffering

RS 360 – Islam

