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IE PLAN

FOR
Religion and Philosophy

(Department)

2006-2007

(Academic Year Cycle)

Academic Major: Religion and Philosophy 

Degree Level:  B.A.

Mission:  To educate students concerning the importance of historical and contemporary religious and philosophical concepts and to develop student abilities to analyze these concepts critically and apply them to issues of contemporary concern.

Student Outcomes

1. Students will become knowledgeable of the historical context and significance of different religious and/or philosophical concepts.

2. Students will develop an informed personal perspective on course content.

3. Students will understand the broader context of course content through various interactive means.

4. Students will demonstrate involvement in and critical evaluation of a public event, activity or service project related to issues of religious and/or philosophical concern.

5. Students will demonstrate understanding of the local character and global reach of religious and/or philosophical issues.
6. Students will be encouraged and assisted in the development of skills in the analysis of concepts, arguments and texts through written and verbal articulation.
Assessment Mechanisms

As part of the University’s movement toward the use of embedded assessment, the Religion and Philosophy department has decided to employ a two-tiered approach to its Institutional Effectiveness assessment. For each outcome listed above, the department will survey both students and faculty to ensure that we are satisfying our responsibilities to student learning objectives. The faculty survey will serve to measure our embedded assessment instruments. A survey given to the students at the end of each semester will measure student perception of our success. Together, the instruments should reinforce each other and provide us with a clear picture of our ability to satisfy the desired outcomes.

IE RECORD

FOR
Religion and Philosophy

(Department)

2006-2007

 (Academic Year Cycle)

Student Outcomes

Outcome # 1

Students will become knowledgeable of the historical context and significance of different religious and/or philosophical concepts.

Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:

Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that lectures and assignments in our courses include content aimed at exposing students to the historical context and significant of religious and/or philosophical concepts.  Our goal is that for 70% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“Students demonstrated familiarity with the historical context and significance of different religious and/or philosophical concepts through an exam or essay.”

· Assessment Results:

· Use of Results:

External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of the focus of course lectures and assignments.  Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statement on the survey:

“In this course students were introduced to and evaluated on their knowledge of the historical context and significance of different religious and/or philosophical concepts.”

· Assessment Results:

· Use of Results:
Student Outcomes

Outcome #2

Students will develop an informed personal perspective on course content.

Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success

Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that in-class discussions and assignments in our courses encouraged students to develop and articulate informed personal perspectives on course content.  Our goal is that for 70% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“Students expressed personal perspectives related to course topics either in small group work, class discussions, or written work.”

· Assessment Results

· Use of Results:

External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of the focus of in-class discussions and assignments.  Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statement on the survey:

“In this course students engaged in discussions relevant to the course and current issues and events.”

· Assessment Results:

· Use of Results:

Student Outcomes

Outcome #3
Students will understand the broader context of course content through various interactive means.

Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:
Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that classroom activities and assignments in our courses employ a variety of interactive means. Our goal is that for 70% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“The instructor employed a variety of resources/approaches (e.g., in-class films, guest speakers, student class presentations, etc.)”

· Assessment Results:

· Use of Results:

External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of classroom activities and assignments.  Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statement on the survey:

 “In this course the instructor used a variety of resources/approaches to encourage student learning (e.g., in-class films, guest speakers, student class presentations, etc.).”

· Assessment Results:

· Use of Results:
Student Outcomes

Outcome #4
Students will demonstrate involvement in and critical evaluation of a public event, activity or service project related to issues of religious and/or philosophical concerns.

Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:
Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that students are being encouraged to participate in and evaluate public events, activities or service projects related to issues of religious and/or philosophical concern. Our goal is that for 60% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“Participation in activities outside the classroom was encouraged and students received credit for public activity only when accompanied with a written assignment.”

· Assessment Results:

· Use of Results:

External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of efforts to encourage participation in and evaluation of public events, activities or service projects related to issues of religious and/or philosophical concern. Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statement on the survey:

“In this course students were required to attend at least one of the following:

a. public event/activity such as a public lecture,

b. art or music event, 

c. view a movie (outside of class) connected with ideas/issues in the course, or

d. participate in a service project.”

· Assessment Results:

· Use of Results:
Student Outcomes

Outcome #5
Students will demonstrate understanding  of the local character and global reach of religious and/or philosophical issues.
Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:
Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that course content is offered to students so as to encourage their appreciation of its local and global significance. Our goal is that for 70% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“Course lectures and/or assignments promoted student understanding of the local character and global reach of religious and/or philosophical issues.”

· Assessment Results:

· Use of Results:

External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of the focus of course lectures and assignments. Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statement on the survey:

“In this course, the instructor related course content to issues of local, national, or international significance.”

· Assessment Results:

· Use of Results:
Student Outcomes

Outcome #6
Students will be encouraged and assisted in the development of skills in the analysis of concepts, arguments and texts through written and verbal articulation.
Embedded

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:
Faculty will be surveyed to ensure that the desired skills are being emphasized. Our goal is that for 70% or more of the courses that our faculty teach, faculty will affirm that, 

“Students completed one or more written exercises that allowed them to develop their analytical and argumentative skills and were encouraged to articulate their grasp of course material in classroom discussion.”

· Assessment Results:

· Use of Results:

External

· Means of Assessment & Criteria for Success:

Surveys will be taken of student perceptions of the character and success of instructor focus on skill development. Our goal is that 60% of students surveyed will strongly agree with the following statements on the survey:

“In this course, I produced an essay or paper in which I analyzed and/or compared different concepts, arguments, or texts relevant to course material.”

“In this course I was encouraged to demonstrate my understanding of concepts, arguments and texts in class discussion.”

· Assessment Results:

· Use of Results:
