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The Senior Seminar is designed to afford majors in the Religion and Philosophy department the opportunity to pursue an independent study on a topic related to their previous years of study toward the major. The product of the Seminar is the Senior Project, a piece of extended scholarship reflecting the student’s accomplishment in the major. Upon its completion, the student is required to present the results of her or his work to the department. This document is designed to guide students in the mechanics of completing the Senior Project. Topics covered include: establishing and adhering to a timetable, organization, format, references, and grading criteria. All students are required to adhere to these standards.

I. Direction

Students will select a director in Religion or Philosophy who will provide the most relevant guidance in writing the senior project. The director’s role will be to set the a timetable (see Sec. V below) and provide regular feedback on the student’s progress. In addition to the director, each student will select two Project Committee members who, in conjunction with the director, will meet with the student periodically to evaluate the student’s progress as well as evaluate the student’s final written project and presentation. The director and the committee members will be selected according to the following criteria:

1. 
For senior projects in Religious Studies, the committee will consist of two faculty from Religious Studies and one from Philosophy.

2.
For senior projects in Philosophy, the committee will consist of two faculty from Philosophy and one from Religious Studies


3.
With the approval of the director and the department chair, senior projects that 


incorporate significant interdisciplinary content and method may propose a 


committee consisting of any two faculty from the department of Religion and 


Philosophy and one faculty member housed in the department of the relevant 


discipline.
II. Grading Criteria
All Project topics must be approved by the director and the committee. All Projects must demonstrate familiarity with the topic as well as with significant discussions of the topic in the literature. Projects should be approximately 25-35 pages in length. In addition to these general standards, a Project must evidence the following criteria. 

1. 
The Project must defend a clearly articulated and interesting thesis. This defense 
should evidence familiarity with relevant secondary materials.

2. 
The Project must evidence the appropriate critical skills: analysis and evaluation 
of arguments, sound reasoning, and sensitivity to context.

3. 
The Project must be an original work. The use and citation of secondary materials 
should be limited to supporting the argument(s) justifying the thesis. Extensive 
use of such materials should be avoided.

4. 
The Project must be well written in terms of general organization, style, grammar, 
and punctuation.

5. 
At a time and date arranged with the director, the committee, and the faculty of 
the Religion and Philosophy department, the student is to give a public 
presentation of her or his project. (See Section III below).
Failure to satisfy even one of the above criteria justifies a failing grade.
III. Public Presentation

At the director’s discretion, a date will be selected for a public presentation of the senior project. The audience to the presentation must minimally include the Project Committee, but all full-time faculty in Religion and Philosophy are to be invited to the presentation. The student is welcome and encouraged to invite anyone else to attend.

After the student submits a brief summary of the argument of the project, the committee members will each address questions to the student about the project. Following this discussion, the floor will be open to questions and comments from the audience.

IV. Evaluation

Upon completion of the presentation, the student and audience will be excused from the room while the Project Committee evaluates the presentation and written project. A grade will be assigned to both the written project and the presentation. The average of these grades will determine the grade for the entire Senior Project. The Project Committee will have exclusive right to assign the grade for the project, but all full-time faculty in Religion and Philosophy may submit written comments for the committee to consider in their evaluation.

V. Timetable
Students are expected to complete their Senior Projects during the Spring semester following successful completion of the Senior Seminar (RS 499 or PHIL 499) in the Fall semester. In special circumstances, with the approval of the Project director, students may apply to complete their project out of cycle. This application must be made to the Chair of the Religion and Philosophy Department and approved by the department’s faculty. 
It is the student’s responsibility to seek out a suitable director for the project. Generally, a director will be chosen in the Fall semester of the student’s senior year, but students are encouraged to develop their senior project ideas as early as possible. Once the director has agreed to take on the project, he or she will work with the student in assembling a suitable committee. In addition, the director and the student are to agree on a timetable to meet project research and composition goals. The date for the Senior Project presentation cannot be set until the student has submitted a completed draft of the Project to the full committee, and the director has approved the project for presentation. Once approved, the director will assist the student setting a presentation date to be attended by the committee and invited faculty.
VI. Organization
Each Senior Project should contain the following elements:
Title Page

Abstract

Table of Contents (if necessary)

Body

References (whether footnotes or endnotes will be at the director’s discretion)
Bibliography

Appendices (if necessary)

VII. Layout and Format
1.
Font


Students are required to use a 12 pt. font for every element of the final document except 
for titles or section headings (no larger than 14 pt.) and for footnotes/endnotes (10 pt.). 

Avoid decorative or specialized fonts, unless specific symbols are required.
2.
Spacing


Double spacing must be used throughout except for the abstract, notes, and individual 
bibliographic entries which are to be single spaced.

3.
Margins


One inch margins must be maintained on all sides of the paper. Any headers or footers 
must be .5 inches from the edge.

4.
Justification


Left-justified.

5.
Numbering


Every page of the Project following the title page and abstract should be numbered 
consecutively. Numbers are to be located .5 inches from the top-left corner of the page.

VIII. References

The student in conjunction with their director, may select any bibliographical standard 
(e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago). Weight should be given to those standards common in the 
discipline in which the Project is being written. The selected standard must be 
implemented consistently. 
